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APEX Elective Course Descriptions 

Creative  

Writing 

Creative Writing is an English elective course that focuses on the exploration of short 

fiction and poetry, culminating in a written portfolio that includes one revised short 

story and three to five polished poems. Students draft, revise, and polish fiction and 

poetry through writing exercises, developing familiarity with literary terms and facility 

with the writing process as they study elements of creative writing. 

Media  

Literacy 

A major topic in Media Literacy is non-traditional media reading skills, including how to 

approach, analyze, and respond to advertisements, blogs, websites, social media, news 

media, and wikis. Students also engage in a variety of writing activities in non-

traditional media genres, such as blogging and podcast scripting. 

Mathematics  

of Personal 

Finance 

Mathematics of Personal Finance focuses on real-world financial literacy, personal finance, 

and business subjects. Students apply what they learned in Algebra I and Geometry to 

topics including personal income, taxes, checking and savings accounts, credit, loans and 

payments, car leasing and purchasing, home mortgages, stocks, insurance, and 

retirement planning. 

College &  

Career 

Preparation 

Mathematics of Personal Finance focuses on real-world financial literacy, personal finance, 

and business subjects. Students apply what they learned in Algebra I and Geometry to 

topics including personal income, taxes, checking and savings accounts, credit, loans and 

payments, car leasing and purchasing, home mortgages, stocks, insurance, and 

retirement planning. 

Art  

Appreciation 

Coverage of each artistic movement highlights historical context and introduces 

students to key artists that represent a variety of geographic locations. Throughout 

the course, students apply what they have learned about art critique to analyze and 

evaluate both individual artists and individual works of art. 
Music 

Appreciation 

Music Appreciation introduces students to the history, theory, and genres of music, from 

the most primitive surviving examples through the classical to the most contemporary 

in the world at large.  

Multicultural 

Studies 

Multicultural Studies is a one-semester elective history and sociology course that 

examines the United States as a multicultural nation. The course emphasizes the 

perspectives of minority groups while allowing students from all backgrounds to better 

understand and appreciate how race, culture and ethnicity, and identity contribute to 

their experiences. 

Sociology 

Sociology examines why people think and behave as they do in relationships, groups, 

institutions, and societies. Major course topics include individual and group identity, social 

structures and institutions, social change, social stratification, social dynamics in recent 

and current events, the effects of social change on individuals, and the research 

methods used by social scientists. 

Psychology 
Psychology provides a solid overview of the field's major domains: methods, biopsychology, 

cognitive and developmental psychology, and variations in individual and group behavior 

Accounting 1 

Accounting I examines how to make decisions about planning, organizing, and allocating 

resources using accounting procedures. Throughout the course, students focus on double-

entry accounting; methods and principles of recording business transactions; the 

preparation of various documents used in recording revenues, expenses, 

assets, and liabilities; and the preparation of financial statements 
Principles of 

Business, 

Marketing & 

Finance 

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance provides the knowledge and skills students 

need for careers in business and marketing. Students begin exploring roles and functions 

that business and marketing play in a global society, develop an understanding of the 

market place, as well as understanding product placement and promotion 
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Legal 

Environment  

of Business 

Legal Environment of Business examines the role of the law on all aspects of business 

ownership and management. Throughout the course, students focus on legal ethics, 

court procedures, torts, contracts, consumer law, property law, employment law, 

environmental law, and international law. Students also explore the impact of laws, 

regulations, and judicial decisions on society at large. 
Intro to 

Business & 

Technology 

This course allows students to explore careers in business and information technology 

while learning skills applicable to any professional setting. Through a variety of hands-on 

activities, students will engage with word processing, presentation, and spreadsheet 

software and explore operating systems, networking, and the Internet.  

Principles of 

Information 

Technology 

This course allows students to explore careers in information technology and business 

while learning skills applicable to any professional setting. Through a series of hands-on 

activities, students will create, analyze, and critique reports, letters, project plans, 

presentations, and other professional communications. Students will learn what to 

expect in the field of Information Technology and begin exploring career options in the 

field. 

Information 

Technology 

Applications 

Information Technology Applications prepares students to work in the field of 

Information Technology. Students will be able to demonstrate digital literacy through 

basic study of computer hardware, operating systems, networking, the Internet, web 

publishing, spreadsheets and database software. Through a series of hand-on 

activities, students will learn what to expect in the field of Information Technology and 

begin exploring career options in the field. 

Computer 

Applications 

Computer Applications provides an introduction to software applications that prepares 

students to succeed in the workplace and beyond. Students will develop an understanding 

of professional communications and leadership skills while gaining proficiency with word 

processing, email, and presentation management software. Students will also be able to 

demonstrate digital literacy through basic study web publishing and design, 

spreadsheets and database software 

Business 

Applications 

Business Applications prepares students to succeed in the workplace. Students begin by 

establishing an awareness of the roles essential to an organization's success, and then 

work to develop an understanding of professional communications and leadership skills. In 

doing so, students gain proficiency with word processing, email, and presentation 

management software. 

Spanish 

Spanish I teaches students to greet people, describe family and friends, talk about 

hobbies, and communicate about other topics, such as home life, occupations, travel, and 

medicine. Each lesson presents vocabulary, grammar, and culture in context, followed by 

explanations and exercises. Vocabulary includes terms to describe school subjects, parts of 

the body, and people, as well as idiomatic phrases 

German 

Students begin their introduction to German by focusing on the four key areas of 

foreign language study: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The course represents 

an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and online learning. Each unit consists of a 

new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension 

activities, speaking and writing activities, interactive cultural presentations and task-

based activities to reinforce vocabulary and grammar. 

Latin 

Since mastering a classical language presents different challenges from learning a 

spoken world language, students learn Latin through ancient, time-honored, classical 

language approaches which include repetition, parsing, written composition, and listening 

exercises. These techniques, combined with a modern multimedia approach to learning 

grammar, syntax, and vocabulary, provide students with a strong foundation for learning 

Latin.  

 


